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This year's General Assembly has got off to a roaring start with the usual priorities. In mid-September, the well-funded UN apparatus dedicated to the Arab side of the Arab-Israeli conflict swung into full gear. The UN Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People held its annual Conference of Civil Society in Support of Palestinian People. 

It was opened on September 13 by Kieran Prendergast, under-secretary-general for political affairs, who represented Secretary-General Kofi Annan. The proceedings are web cast, archived, and distributed as UN documents, courtesy of the UN regular budget – 22% of which comes from US taxpayers. 

This year the proceedings included a media workshop, which was concerned with the "US media[s]...commitment to such sterile paradigms as 'Israel's self-defense'" – their quotations, not mine. 

Another workshop, concerning the International Court of Justice decision on Israel's security fence, studied "the South Africa experience" and itemized the activities of the "general public information phase" to include "promot[ing] a sporting, cultural, and economic boycott."
Then there was the Interreligious Mobilization Workshop that shared the good news that "one church is preparing an educational video... to challenge Christian Zionism in moderate Christian communities." 

And don't forget the International Protection Workshop which, instead of mentioning 15-year-old suicide bombers, called for a "boycott of Israeli goods" under a section titled "Pressure on Israel." 

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL'S turn arrived the following week. Kofi Annan opened the General Assembly on September 21 by naming only one country on earth as guilty of violating international law through the "excessive use of force." 

You guessed it – Israel. A previous version of the speech, which was distributed to journalists, condemned "Israeli operations presented as 'self-defense'" – Annan's quotations, not mine.
In a well-known UN tactic, the secretary-general didn't actually use the word "Sudan," referring instead to the ethereal "Darfur region" – about which he would now "investigate reports of human rights violations...and determine whether acts of genocide have been committed." 

In fact, nowhere in Annan's speech could he muster the word "democracy," a concern one might have considered central to our time. 

The secretary-general, however, is not alone. September 30 was the last day of two weeks of speeches from prime ministers and foreign ministers clarifying expectations for the session to come. Here's a sampling: 

Syrian Minister of Foreign Affairs Farouk Al-Shara: "Syria condemn[s] terrorism in all its forms and manifestations... Arab... and... Islamic... conventions... distinguish between terrorism and the legitimate right of people lingering under foreign occupation to resist occupation..." 

Lebanon's Deputy Prime Minister Issam Fares: "There are Syrian forces in Lebanon. These forces are on our territory upon the request of the Lebanese government..." 

Foreign Minister of Iran Kamal Kharrazi: "[P]revent[ing] the proliferation of nuclear weapons...must be done...in a comprehensive and non-discriminatory manner.... We insist on our right to technology for peaceful purposes... Israel.. [is] the single greatest threat to regional and global peace and security." 

Prime Minister of Malaysia, Abdullah Ahmad Badawi (chairman of the 100+ Members of the Non-Aligned Movement): "[C]hange must be effected without sacrificing certain immutable principles such as...non-interference in the domestic affairs of states..."

Foreign Minister of France, Michel Barnier: "...the UN remains the one irreplaceable, legitimate framework for harnessing... mobilization and translating it into collective action... The organization... has a natural vocation to be at the center of counterterrorism measures...The UN, through its legitimacy and ever-increasing effectiveness, must be the instrument of the universal conscience of which it remains the crucible." 

But not to worry. On September 18 the International Atomic Energy Agency passed a resolution that "calls again on Iran, as a.... confidence-building measure, voluntarily to reconsider its decision to start construction of a research reactor moderated by heavy water... [and] decides that at its November [25] session it will decide whether or not further steps are appropriate..." 

So what's another two months here or there while the leading exporter of terrorism is by some estimates less than 12 months away from self-sufficiency in the production of nuclear weapons? 

In the first presidential debate on September 29, Senator John Kerry declared the UN a centerpiece of his would-be American foreign policy. According to Kerry, "You don't help yourself with other nations...when you refuse to deal at length with the United Nations." 

Any use by a president of the option of a "preemptive strike" must be done "in a way...that passes the global test where... you can prove to the world that you did it for legitimate reasons."
While Rome burns. 

