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General
Supported by the New Israel Fund, The Concord Research Center held a symposium on the Separation Barrier on April 20th 2004. The purpose of the symposium, as outlined by Professor Frances Raday in her opening presentation, was to conduct a comprehensive examination of the Separation Barrier by assessing its impact on a wide variety of matters. We at the Concord Research Center felt that while some political groups were raising the issue of the legitimacy of the Barrier , there was no official public debate regarding the establishment of the  and its route. Decisions have been taken at army and government level, without involvement of the Knesset or of any public commission. There has been inadequate attention to the many different issues which must be taken into consideration before a project of such monumental proportions. As we have seen and heard during the conference, the Barrier, comprising of fences, walls, ditches, roads and gates, will have a strong geo-political, economic, cultural and legal impact on both Palestinian and Israeli populations of the area - it is some of these aspects that the symposium was intended to examine. 

Hence, our main hypothesis was that not enough was invested in planning and not enough thought was devoted to the influence the Separation Barrier will have on the peoples of the area. The holding of an interdisciplinary colloquium, including academics and professionals who have expertise on the issues raised by the creation of the Seaparation Barrier, was intended to bring the issues in a focused and professional way to the attention of decision makers and the public.
The symposium itself was orchestrated to enable the examination of three separate and yet interconnected fields: geo-politics and economics; security considerations; and the legal aspects of the construction of the fence. For this purpose, a wide variety of speakers, all experts in their fields were invited and asked to present papers. 

In the geo-political and economic discussion participants were Professor Reuven Horesh
, Professor Muhammad Dajani
 and Dr. Israel Kimkhi
. The discussants addressed the effects of the Separation Barrier on the future development of economic independence in the future state of Palestine, the consequences of the erection of the walls inside Jerusalem’s municipality and the ramifications on population shifts.  An additional paper was submitted by Dr. Ilan Bijaoui, who analysed a micro-economic issue: the impact of Separation Barrier on the olive industry
. 
The second group of speakers, namely Ms. Zipi Livni
; Mr. Itamar Yaar
; and Mr. Shaul Arieli
  addressed the political and security considerations which affected the construction of the Seaparation Barrier. The discussants were of the opinion that it was public opinion, demanding an answer to terrorism in Israel, which drove the government to construct the Barrier in the first place; they discussed the delegation of planning the construction of the Barrier to the Ministry of Defense and the army, on grounds of the need for speed; and analysed the resulting ramifications of treating the Barrier as a purely security matter. Finally the route of the  was discussed in light of the geo-political situation and, in particular, the planning of the route between Israeli settlements and Palestinian villages, with separation of Palestinian villages, in some cases, from their agricultural land, communal services and educational institutions. 
The third group of speakers - Dr. Robbie Sabel
; Mr. Avner Pinchuk
; Mr. Malchiel Blass
; and Mr. Gil Limon
 - related to the legal aspects and ramifications of the Separation Barrier. The speakers discussed Israel’s obligations according to International Humanitarian Law and the Geneva Conventions, its duties towards its own population and the occupied population and the scope of its right to self defense. Also raised were the issues of appropriation of land from Palestinians for the construction of the Barrier and the effects and proportionality of this appropriation on the Palestinians’ human rights and freedoms of movement, property, education and livelihood. 
Shortly after the Symposium, Israel's High Court of Justice and the Hague Court both gave judgments regarding the Separation Barrier.  Immediately after the publication of the Hague decision, the Concord Research Center published its booklet summing up the Symposium and discussion of these crucially important decisions was included in the booklet. Professor Frances Raday wrote an analysis of the decision given by the Israeli Supreme Court on the stretch of the Separation Barrier in the area North West of Jerusalem, whilst Dr. Shany discussed the opinion given by the International Court of Justice regarding the Separation Barrier.
The Booklet has been printed in 1,000 copies and has been distributed to Israeli parliamentarians, policy makers in key positions in governmental authorities, newspaper, radio and television reporters and NGO’s dealing with human rights and the occupation.  

The doubts expressed during the course of the symposium regarding the decision making process which led to the construction of the Separation Barrier  and the proportionality of its adverse impact on the life of Palestinians lving in proximity to the  were subsequently shared by both the Israeli Supreme Court and by the International Court of Justice. However, as Professor Raday states in her article, courts can contribute much but cannot administer this complex issue on the judicial level alone. The construction of the Separation Barrier has an immense impact on the lives of both Israelis and Palestinians and it also has the potential of outlining the future border between the Israeli and the Palestinian states. As such, its planning requires careful scrutiny and public discussion. We at the Concord Research Center feel that as an Academic institution it is our role to stimulate public scrutiny and discussion, we hope that our symposium and publication have done just that.  
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