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The study seeks to examine the compatibility of Israeli law with the 1998 Rome Statute establishing the International Criminal Court. Since there is considerable likelihood that the Statute would be applied vis-à-vis Israelis, Israel’s decision not to accede to the Statute notwithstanding, the relations between Israeli law and the substantive provisions of the Statute are of great importance. These provisions include the definition of crimes, scope of defenses against criminal liability, immunities, statute of limitation, etc. In light of the principle of complementarity embraced by the Statute, the Court would have no jurisdiction in cases where the State of Israel investigates and prosecutes persons accused of violating the Statute. However, in order for Israelis to enjoy the ‘benefits’ of this rule, there should be considerable compatibility between domestic and international law on the matter. In other words, a trial based on different legal provisions might not shield the accused from subsequent ICC prosecution. It is therefore the purpose of the research to identify normative gaps between Israeli and international law and to propose methods which would enable policy makers to overcome them. It is believed that the research would make an important contribution towards effecting international criminal law standards in Israeli law. It will also facilitate the accession, in due time, of Israel to the Rome Statute.

